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Instrumentation 

 

Flute 1 

Flute 2 

Oboe 

Clarinet 1 

Clarinet 2 

Bass Clarinet 

Alto Saxophone 

Tenor Saxophone 

Bassoon 

Horn in F 1 

Horn in F 2 

 

Solo Alto Saxophone * 

Trumpet 1 

Trumpet 2 

Trombone 

Tuba 

Contrabass (optional) ** 

Timpani 

Vibraphone 

Percussion – Chimes, Crotales**, Glockenspiel, Finger Cymbal 

 

* Solo saxophonist may decide to stand in front of the ensemble or play seated within his or her section 

** Contrabass cues are provided. 

*** Crotales are optional, yet preferred. Use glockenspiel if crotales are unavailable. Do not strike bowed crotale  

parts on glockenspiel 

**** All instruments may be doubled at the conductors discretion, but not to the extent where it overpowers the 

solo alto saxophone. 

 

… about the piece 

Star Gazing is a thoughtful, interactive work written with a young soloist and wind ensemble in mind. This work 

departs from typical graded 3 music with its subtly bitonal harmonic base, its emphasis on individual lines, and its 

unique use of color and orchestration. The title is suggestive to as if one were gazing up in the sky and letting 

themselves go in a daze of soothing and nostalgic thoughts. 

This work, originally written for piano, was written for Melanie Brooks and the Concerto for Young Soloist Project. 

It is dedicated to my first music teacher, Mary Beth Purchase. 

 

… about the composer 

The music of Andrew Boss is widely acclaimed for expressing its creative voice, offering captivated listeners 

“something that has never been heard before.” (Florida Music Teachers Association). His musical language is 

encapsulated in a “fundamentally tonal, often vividly spiced language”(Baltimore Sun). Residing in Fort 

Lauderdale, FL, Dr. Boss is currently completing several upcoming commissions and is teaching private music 

theory and composition. For more information on the composer, please visit andrewboss1.com. 


