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Instrumentation 

Flute 1, 2 (parts doubled) 

Oboe 1, 2 

Bassoon 1, 2 

Contrabassoon ** 

Clarinet in Bb 1, 2, 3 (parts doubled) 

Bass Clarinet 

Contrabass Clarinet ** 

Alto Saxophone 1, 2 

Tenor Saxophone 

Baritone Saxophone 

Horn 1, 2, 3, 4 

Trumpet 1, 2, 3 

Trombone 1, 2, 3 

Euphonium 

Tuba 

String Bass 

Percussion 1 – timpani, bass drum 2, crotales, water gong 

Percussion 2 – marimba, bass drum, chimes 

Percussion 3 – vibraphone 

Percussion 4 – anvil/break drum, small tam-tam, medium & large suspended cymbal 

Percussion 5 – glockenspiel, tam-tam (small and regular), medium suspended cymbal (share with perc.4), wind chimes 

Piano 

**denotes optional but preferred instruments 

… about the piece 

It was December 2, 2015. Fourteen innocent souls perished on this day in San Bernardino, a day now remembered as one of the worst mass 

shootings of its time. Roughly twenty-two individuals were fortunate enough to recover from their physical wounds, but never forgetting what 

will perhaps have been their darkest hours. This incident marked the 352nd shooting of the 371 total US shootings that took place in 2015.  

The nature of this work taps into the traumatized minds of those individuals who live to tell of their survival from that day, and for those families 

who continue to weep over the loss of ones they adored. The work relives and embraces the realities of the agonizing grief and horror 

experienced during these incidents through sonic images carried out throughout the piece. A piercing and recurring blow by the percussion 

shatters our hopes of breaking away from this grim reality while the lurking oboe melody mourns the current state of affairs. The ensemble 

quietly enters with a heavy-hearted theme that is later interrupted by a fragmented and promising chant. As quickly as it entered, the chant 

disintegrates as the initial heavy theme returns in an overpowering statement. As these two main themes further develop along with the 

recurring percussion blows, we are met with a nostalgic, “tear drop” motive outlined in the piano, and the piece begins to build momentum. The 

chant breaks free with a powerful statement and the piece deceptively builds itself to a horrifying climax. From the wash of sound, the lurking 

oboe melody reemerges. The return of all the previous motives signal the piece’s conclusion. It is not until the very last pitch where a thread of 

“light” finally arises, signifying hope. This is significant, as one thread of hope is all it takes to make an significant and positive change. 

Moments of Silence hauntingly voices the amassed concerns over violence with firearms, among other types of violence. It serves as a reminder 

to our entrusted lawmakers that doing nothing more than reflecting on each passing homicidal incident is not a viable solution. It serves as an in 

memoriam to the tens of thousands of American lives lost over related incidents each year. Finally, it serves as a vessel of hope to those inflicted 

families. To those who must wake up every day to the dark reality of losing someone they truly loved, this work is a statement that we are with 

you… that we will always be there for you – to mourn with you, to pick you up, and to stand tall as a community against those who mean to do 

us harm.  For the collective voices and actions of many will always outshine the evildoing of the few. Thus, this is our response to violence: to 

“make music more intensely, more beautifully, more devotedly than ever before,” using its raw emotional power to heal broken communities 

and restore faith in our seeking of a better future. 

-quoted text by Leonard Bernstein- 
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