
Blood Moon Ablaze 
a Ritual Dance for  

Wind Ensemble 

 

 

ANDREW BOSS 

2018 

 
Written for the 2018 Nine-Star Honor Band at the  

Florida Bandmasters Association Summer Conference 

 

 

 

 



Instrumentation 

Flute(s) 1 * 

Flute(s) 2 * 

Oboe(s) ** 

 

Clarinet(s) in Bb 1 * 

Clarinet(s) in Bb 2 * 

Clarinet(s) in Bb 3 * 

Bass Clarinet 
Contrabass Clarinet  [o] 

 

Alto Saxophone 1+2 

Tenor Saxophone 

Baritone Saxophone 

Bassoon(s) ** 

Horn(s) in F 1 ** 

Horn(s) in F 2 ** 

Trumpet in Bb 1-3 

Trombone 1+2 

Euphonium  [T&B] 

Tuba 

String Bass  [o] 

 

Percussion 1 – Timpani 

Percussion 2 – Marimba, Xylophone 

Percussion 3 – Vibraphone, Tambourine, Triangle, Congas 

Percussion 4 – Snare Drum, Crotales (if available), Cymbal, Tam-tam, 4 Tom-toms 

 

*  denotes instruments that are recommended to be doubled. 

** written to be one player per part, but may also be multiple players per part 

 [T&B] – a part in treble (transposed) and bass clef is available upon request. Score only displays bass clef. 

[o] – denotes optional instruments 

 

…about the piece 

Blood Moon Ablaze is a fiery dance with a primitive and ritualistic edge. It captures into music the stunning visual of the moon during a 

lunar eclipse, commonly known as Red or “Blood” Moon. Meanwhile, the dynamic changes of colors and spooky uncertainty that follows the 

complete cycle of the eclipse characterizes itself beneath the consistently changing modes and bitonal structure.  

The work opens up with the main melody, characterized by scalar ascents and descents depicting different modes. The melody is further 

worked upon throughout the piece, similar to variations but with some surprises along the way. After a slow build, the harmonic tension 

resolves on the key of D with augmentation of the main melody in the brass. The work finishes with one last statement of the main melody 

solidying a final cadence on D, which is followed by a short decaying coda that ends on a virtuosic yet quiet note. 

This work is graded 4 for use of 7/8, exposed lines and solos, unusual rhythmic patterns and syncopations, and simple bitonality. 

Premiered July 11t, 2018 by the Nine-Star Honor Band, Kenneth Boyd conductor. 

 

…about the composer 

 The music of Andrew Boss is widely acclaimed for expressing its creative voice, offering captivated listeners “something that has never 

been heard before.” (Florida Music Teachers Association). His musical language is encapsulated in a “fundamentally tonal, often vividly spiced 

language”(Baltimore Sun). Dr. Boss recently completed his Doctorate of Musical Arts in Composition at the University of Texas at Austin (UT) as 

the 2013-14 Recruitment Fellow under the tutelage of Dan Welcher, Donald Grantham, and Russell Pinkston. 

For more information about the composer, please visit his website at bossmusicstudios.com 


